S A CENTRAL NEW JERSEY'S WEEKLy (, oE TO CULTURAL SURVIVAL

TIMEO -5

1 v/

We Are All One

A Festival of Faiths finds our Common thread

HEN Bala Devi Chandrashekar dances, she’s try-
ing to be provocative — but not to provoke the
base clements of human nature, as our puntanical found-
ers might have imagined dancers would do. As a Hindu,

By Susan Van Dongen

IN the performing arts.
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4 she comes from a faith filled with colorful deities and a Ci;i.\\h:‘:l[ dance uses the entire body — leaps, extension of |
;iwirituul tradition that gives movement and rhythm a legs, fast footwork and hand movements — to evoke the |
1

natural world in her country's mythology.

Trained at the Academy of Bharata Natyam under
cminent teachers Dr. Padma Subrahmanyam and Jaya-
lakshmi Narayanan, Ms. Chandrashekar emulates ancient
emple sculptures in her dance. Three thousand years ago
craltsmen and artists froze such deities in ime, and now
Ms. Chandrashekar is bringing them to life. |

“There are 108 such *karanas’ you'd see on such tem- |
ple walls in Southeast Asian cultures,” Ms. Chandrashe-
Kar says. “One ol my gurus (teachers) came up with a
new set, in fact.”

With more than 20 years experience dancing and
teaching, Ms. Chandrashekar is in demand as a perform-
er, instructor and artistic consultant. Last year she danced
al Pnnceton Umversity's Intemnational Center and was a
guest perlformer lor the Cultural Diversity Forum at Rutg-
ers University. She is currently working on a performing
arts project through the New Jersey Council on the Hu-
manities in collaboration with Rutgers.

In addition to her antistic endeavors, Ms. Chandrashe- |[
Kar holds three master’s degrees in management studies
and i1s an indcpendent management consultant. She lives |
in Princeton with her husband and two sons.

much higher purpose than many Western beliel systems.
Indeed, some of the Hindu deities are portrayed as danc-
ing themselves.

Ms. Chandrashekar, a native of India, draws upon tra-
ditions that go back thousands of years. She hopes,
through her art. to weave clements of I_n:r Himl‘u _hcrilugc
to lift the spirit and share her connection to divine con-
sciousness with the people who watch her dance.

“I want to express, through the beauty and sacred (el-
ement) of dance, the idea that we are all one,” Ms. Chan-
drashekar says. “This can be greatly expressed through
dance. In fact no other performing art can express this so
well because it's done in such a vivid, visual form. The
very movement itsell' is a feature of joy — it's part of the
sacred arts in India, a symbol ol truth.

“(I'm) also trying to convey the harmony with the
cosmic rhythm. This is done through conceptualizing the
‘celestial beings’ or divine entities (in our traditions). We
want to portray and manifest them, and this uplifis the hu-
man consciousness from the mundane world.™

This “lilting up™ of hearts, minds and spirils — rais-
ing consciousness and realizing spiritual interconnected- Tine 'S 1 |
ness through the arts — is the essence of the Festival of B {111";::::%;':: dunfﬁl}":kznh]a;ti Ih";ahll'lrlljl' l;}lh”"i-! l'::?}:‘
et ihelal Dt nea < - Cr) CONSCIOUSNESS, and happiness into the present, to
[""t}l’{_l‘“ l nf’“’.'_{m Unlncmly. - - L o Bala Devi Chandrashﬂhﬂr shares her connection take the onlookers into this s;ﬁﬁc COSMIC juur?mw." Ms.

1 goal is to use the performing arts to talk about to divine consci : Chandrashekar says. “We are the most beautiful, of the
the relationship between spirituality and art,” says Joscph lousness during her sacred dance -handrashekar says. “We are the most beautiful of the

skloot, a history major at Princeton lJnivursil?' who is or- performance. &:'ﬂ::ulﬁﬂnf ?l}‘:::“: ':;“l;:t":;t:;t:,:;n Ll:‘r;:_;:::}? r:; E}:::

F;_miring the festival through the University’s Religious  pel Choir, under the directjon of Penna Rose and accom=  Wa'ra all harm this wav but we Rp_ Andetarniah thie—

Life Cﬂﬂh‘h—fnhﬂrlg oither-organizations. “One ol the ex- panica oy accliaimed percassionist and Princeton Univer beauty. ’ :

traordinury things I've discovered is that | share a great sity faculty member Jon Arruced, as well as “PUGE" — “We are all very dear children of the lord. How beau-

deal with my friends of other religious traditions. Onc the PU Gospel Ensemblc and Koleinu, Princeton’s liful these thoughts are that we can take 10 w'uplp, Dance

thing in particular is a love ol sacred musie.” Jewish a cappella group, which performs Jewish and Is- is a way of prayer and it’s all directed to praisc of the
Princeton University's Religious Life Council, the r;:lcli sucmcll] and wcu'l;u' sluim;u in Hebrew and English. In lord.” - ®

Olfice of Religious Life, the Frist Campus Center. the addition, the festival wi owcase musicians from the Tho Eactt .  Eal h Princelnn’e © .

Vice President for Campus Life, the Conler for Jewish  Muslim’ Student Associatlgm, the Bahd'f Club and the g v.rcsuval of Faiths begins with Princeton’s Sound and

¥ : : : Y e ; , : Spinit concert, on the South Lawn of the Frist Campus
Life and the International Center will present the Festival AGAPE Christian Fellowsiip. A new group, Princeton gt 2 : L nld

Gy e : C . il o e T oty Center, Sept. 18, 7:30 p.m. Free admission. The second
of Faiths, a series ol music and q;nu.:u purlurnuu'!ugh‘ he- apoeira, will perform a l:u;\:nrbln.lllul’i ol _Atm-Br.mlmn performance, Sacred Dance and Sacred Thought. fearures
ginning with the free Princeton'’s Sound and Spirit, a sacrad dance and muruu! s, and the Klezmocrats — Bala Devi Chandrashekar. in the Frist Campus Center
n‘hnur;mu ol sacred music and dance I'.-}‘ campus groups, l‘fil!_lft Pfl!‘lk:ﬂ'l[m‘?iﬁl‘-'hfl kl&’.a"'ﬁil‘u‘r L'ﬂ\i;mhli'h — will play theater, Sept. 21, 7:30 p.m.' Tickets cost $15. S6/children.
SL‘JH. | 8 nn‘ 'HIH: hu_ulll lawn ol the Frist ( ampus Center at Ihldlllulhll‘JL\\Ihh dance ‘I‘I]HH% irom I*..l*_xh:nl I',uln[n:. The final part of the series features Paul Winter and
Princeton University, Ms. Chandrashekar's gance periormance, Sacred Danny Maseng and Soul on Fire in the Princeton Univer-

Princeton’'s Sound and Spirit is just one ol 25 special Dance and Sacred Thoughg. ¥ the second part ol the fes- sity Chapel, Feb. 19, 2004, 8 p.m. For information, call
cvents celebrating the 25th Anniversary of TimeOFF tival, Sepl. 21. The three-pat Festival of Faiths wraps up Princeton University's Office of Religious Life at (609)
magazine (see www.packetonline.com for details), and Fcb. 19, 2004, with a congeil by world-renowned musi- 258-3047 or the International Center at (609) 258-5006.
includes performances by the Princeton University Cha- cian Paul Winter along with flanny Maseng and his band, On the Web: www.princeton.edu

Soul on Fire.
“All different faiths expwess their spirituality through

music and dance,” Mr. SEllgai says. “If we're here to
Ilcarn about each other and ggmme (o & mutual understand-
ing of our ncighbor, we need jig find the poiats of conver-
sation and cxplore these. Masie and the performing arts
arc a couple ol the best ways g ask the great questions.™

Ms. Chandrashckar was jught that certain move-
ments in Indian traditional digpee cvoke a transcendental
stale — opening the door gg "answens” from some ol
these very questions.,

“It1s all taken from an ggegm (reatise on dance, “The
Natya Sastra,” which gocs bk 1o 1500 B.C..” she says.
“We  belicve that practigyge standard dance forms
awakens one’s spirituality g ghe divine consciousness,
not only for the dancer bul @ #fe onlooker as “c!l. (There
i1s no wall) between the danggrimd the onlooker.”

Acclaimed as a senior g, ehorcographer and teach-
er of Bharata Nrithyam g classical dance, Ms.
Chandrashekar also is a p ;'Hmﬂ with the New Jersey

State Council on the Arnts. She @xplains the way Indian
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